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Author Bio 
 

Karen A. Wyle was born a Connecticut Yankee. After college in California, law 

school in Massachusetts, and a mercifully short stint in a large San Francisco law 

firm, she moved to Los Angeles, where she met her now-husband, who hates L.A. 

They eventually settled in Bloomington, Indiana, home of Indiana University. She 

now considers herself a Hoosier. 

 

Wyle's childhood ambition was to be the youngest ever published novelist. While 

writing her first novel at age 10, she was mortified to learn that some British 

upstart had beaten her to the goal at age 9. She finished that novel nonetheless. 

After a prolonged detour, she returned to writing novels in 2010. Wyle self-published 

Twin-Bred on October 15, 2011 -- her older daughter's birthday. She has another 

novel in rough draft and will shortly be starting the sequel to Twin-Bred. 

 

Wyle has been a voracious and compulsive reader for decades. Her most useful 

preparation for writing novels, besides reading them, has been the practice of 

appellate law -- writing large quantities of persuasive prose, on deadline, year after 

year. She has one professional writing credit, an article published in the Indiana 

Law Journal Supplement and, with minor modifications, in the monthly magazine 

of the Indiana State Bar Association. The article was recently a third place recipient of 

the Harrison Legal Writing Award. 

 

Karen's voice is the product of many years of reading both literary and genre 

fiction. It is no doubt also influenced, although she hopes not fatally tainted, by her 

years of law practice. Her personal history has led her to focus on often-intertwined 

themes of family, communication, the impossibility of controlling events, and the 

persistence of unfinished business. 
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About Twin-Bred 
 

 

Humans have lived on Tofarn, planet of creeks and rivers, for seventy years, but 

they still don’t understand the Tofa. The Tofa are an enigma, from their featureless 

faces to the four arms that sometimes seem to be five. They take arbitrary umbrage 

at the simplest human activities, while annoying their human neighbors in 

seemingly pointless ways. The next infuriating, inexplicable incident may explode 

into war. 

 

Scientist Mara Cadell has a radical proposal: that host mothers carry fraternal twins, 

human and Tofa, who might understand each other better. Mara knows about the 

bond between twins: her own twin Levi died in utero, but she has secretly kept him 

alive in her mind as companion and collaborator. 

 

The human Council approves the project. The Tofa agree to cooperate, although no 

one is sure they understand the project’s purpose. In fact, the Tofa have their own 

agenda. And so does one member of the Council, who believes the human 

colonists should have wiped out the Tofa before setting foot on Tofarn. Mara must 

shepherd the Twin-Bred project through dangers she anticipated and others that 

even the canny Levi could not foresee.  

 

The Twin-Bred were born to bring peace to their two peoples. But will their unique 

upbringing leave them too different, too alien, to achieve this goal? Will Councilman 

Kimball turn the Tofa Twin-Bred into a devastating weapon against their own species? 

And what is it the Tofa really want? 

 

Science fiction with a sociological and psychological focus, Twin-Bred follows in 

the footsteps of Ursula K. LeGuin’s The Left Hand of Darkness and Mary Doria  

Russell’s The Sparrow. 
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Author Q&A 
 

 

Q.  What is Twin-Bred about? 

 

A. Can interspecies diplomacy begin in the womb? In Twin-Bred, the human 

colony on Tofarn and the indigenous Tofa have great difficulty communicating 

with and basically comprehending each other. Scientist Mara Cadell proposes that 

host mothers of either or both species carry twins, one human and one Tofa, in the 

hope that the bond between twins can bridge the gap between species. Mara lost 

her own twin, Levi, in utero, but she has secretly kept Levi alive in her mind as a 

companion and collaborator.  

 

Mara succeeds in obtaining governmental backing for her project – but both the 

human and Tofa establishments have their own agendas. Mara must shepherd the 

Twin-Bred through dangers she anticipated and others that even the canny Levi 

could not foresee. Will the Twin-Bred bring peace, war, or something else entirely? 

 

 

Q. What inspired you to write Twin-Bred? 

 

A. I read an article online about interactions between twins in utero -- synchronized 

movement, touching, even kissing. Either this article or a comment on the article 

mentioned the longterm effect of losing a twin in utero. As an avid science fiction 

reader, I tend to see the sci-fi potential in any event or discovery. I imagined a 

scientist seeking to overcome the comprehension gap between two intelligent 

species by way of the bond between twins. It would be natural for the scientist who 

conceived this idea to be a twin; it would be intriguing if she were a twin survivor, 

and if she had somehow kept her lost twin alive as a companion, who could be a 

character in the story. 

 

On a deeper level, I have always been fascinated by communication issues and the 

struggle to understand what is different. 

 

 

Q.  What traits do you share with your main character? 
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A.   Like Mara, I'm impatient, although I am not quite as likely to explode as a 

result. I am no scientist, but I have an inquiring mind. I'm persistent and stubborn. I 

am not terrific at forming social connections, although I am not as socially isolated 

as Mara. Mara's artistic talents are borrowed from my older daughter, an art student 

and my cover artist. 

 

 

Q.  What led you to self-publish Twin-Bred? 

 

A.   Once I finished the rough draft of Twin-Bred, I began reading every blog and 

Twitter feed I could find, as well as several books, about the publishing process. At 

first, I was learning how to query agents and publishers, and how to format a 

manuscript for submission. But the more I read, the more I realized two things: 

 

--Self-publishing was eminently feasible and would give me much more control 

over content, marketing and timing. 

 

--In the current unsettled state of the industry, there are serious risks involved 

in the traditional route. More and more agency and publication contracts 

include language that can seriously limit an author's future options, and offer 

relatively little in exchange. Nor can one have great confidence that the 

publisher who's preparing your book for publication in eighteen months will 

be in business that long.  

 

 

Q.  Are there any specific authors whose writing styles or subject matter inspired your 

book? 

 

A.  Mary Doria Russell's The Sparrow and Children of God are brilliant treatments 

of the theme of human-alien communication difficulties.  These books inspire me 

even as their excellence intimidates me. 

 

Footfall, by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle, is another excellent, and very 

entertaining, treatment of the same theme, although in a different context (alien 

invasion of Earth). I particularly enjoyed the role that Niven and Pournelle gave to 

science fiction authors in the analysis of the alien threat. While I did not use this 

device, it may have influenced my decision to have my colonists name their 

various towns after science fiction authors. 
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Q.  What do you like best about being a writer, and what do you dislike most about 

it? 

 

A.  I love it when the story decides to write itself! It's a bit like being a medium 

and channeling some spirit. I dislike my ongoing battle to keep carpal tunnel 

syndrome at bay. 

 

 

Q.  What other books will we be seeing from you? 

 

A.  This summer, I completed a rough draft of a second novel, tentatively titled 

Reflections, which is general fiction. It has two alternative tag lines: "Death is what you 

make it" and "Will you need courage in heaven?" It is set in an afterlife with 

certain features which lend themselves to the confrontation of lingering personal 

issues and unfinished business. For example, you can relive any memory in perfect 

detail -- and if someone else who took part in the remembered scene is there with 

you, you can trade places and remember the events from the other person's 

perspective.  There are other aspects of the afterlife that, while serving this same 

purpose, are also just plain fun. You can be any age at any time, and visit any place 

that you remember or that anyone you meet -- from any time in Earth's history -- 

remembers. 

 

Reflections concerns a mother who desperately wanted a child, but who left that 

child in the care of her parents and grandmother for unknown reasons.  The child, 

grandparents and great-grandmother die in an auto accident four years after the 

mother's mysterious departure; the mother dies of stress cardiomyopathy ("broken 

heart syndrome") some time later, and is reunited with the family she left behind. 

 

I am currently editing a short story called "The Baby," which involves human 

cloning. I am planning to write additional stories set in the same near future, some 

of them involving the legal issues that human cloning may raise. I will probably 

release the story first as an ebook, and then either release the additional stories one 

at a time or save them for a collection. 

 

And finally, I will be starting the sequel to Twin-Bred in November 2011. If the 

process of editing Twin-Bred is any guide, it will be at least autumn of 2012 before 

that sequel (presently unnamed) will be available. 
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Reviews of Twin-Bred 
 

"Now and then I read a really good book, and this is one of the best. . . .  Escaping 

from an over-crowded Earth, humans search for somewhere to live . . . . Trouble 

inevitably flares between the native Tofa and the human newcomers, mostly 

because of mutual ignorance. What is needed is a means of bringing the two 

communities closer . . . What follows is the story of a scientific attempt to produce 

that perfect solution; the setbacks and the successes, the joys and the unforeseen 

disasters. A happy ending? A hopeful one, definitely! I would love a sequel to this 

beautifully written, captivating novel. More please!" -- Ellen Ghyll, author 

 

"Twin-Bred is one of the best science fiction novels I've read in decades. It is literary 

fiction as well as S-F. . . . Twin-Bred is anything but derivative. To the contrary, it is one 

of the most original stories I've ever read, not an easy thing given the countless variations 

on human/alien encounters and relations already published . . . . [T]he book is beautifully 

written and riveting. The complex, flawlessly structured plot evolves logically, but 

continues to surprise to the very end . . . . Highly recommended for lovers of both S-F 

and literary fiction." -- R. Lee Holz, author 

 

"An original and beautifully written SciFi story. . . . The Tofa are interesting and 

well worked out aliens. . . . In a way this story reminded me of Capek's 'War with 

the Newts', not surprising as both stories shine a light on how humans treat each 

other and where we go wrong. But where Capek's view is a grim one, Wyle still 

leaves some hope that we as a species might one day see the light. All in all a 

beautiful, thought provoking tale. I will keep an eye out for Wyle's next book." -- Carien 

Ubink, Pearls Cast Before a McPig (book blog) 

 

"A fascinating idea. . . . The story is tense and fascinating, as we are taken through 

the intricacies of plot and counter-plot . . . . (A great twist at the end, which I won't 

reveal!) . . . The project is to create a whole population of twins, to change the 

world. A bold idea, which may capture the imagination of many people, but in 

particular womb twin survivors will enjoy the moments of insight when the world 

realises what twins have to offer . . . Karen, I salute you. We need more positive 

stories like this about womb twin survivors. It's not all about death and loss, it's 

also about gratitude, love and personal responsibility." Althea Hayton, Womb Twin 

Survivors (blog) 

 

"I’ve been a fan of SciFi for most of my 70 years and find the premise out of the 

ordinary and quite fascinating. I recommend this to all ages." --Dale Day, author
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Where to Purchase Twin-Bred 

 
Twin-Bred is available in paperback and as an ebook for Nook or Kindle (and soon 

for other e-readers), at the following websites: 

 

Amazon (paperback): 

http://www.amazon.com/Twin-Bred-Karen-

Wyle/dp/1463578911/ref=tmm_pap_title_0 

 

Amazon (Kindle edition):  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005VDVHQ2 

 

CreateSpace (paperback): https://www.createspace.com/3541557 

 

Barnes & Noble's Nook Store:  

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/twin-bred-karen-

wyle/1106674642?ean=2940013311077&itm=1&usri=twin%2Bbred 

 

Smashwords: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/94490 

 

 

 

Learn More about the Author 
 

Author website: www.KarenAWyle.net (where one can sign up for email alerts 

about new releases and events) 

 

Author Facebook page: www.facebook.com/KarenAWyle 

 

Author on Twitter: @WordsmithWyle 

 

Author's blog: Looking Around, at http://looking-around.blogspot.com 


